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“The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, i n hopes that St. 
Nicholas soon would be there.” 
 

And how do we as affluent Canadians put ourselves in the shoes of children who 
wonder when I don’t have a home, or a chimney, will St. Nicholas ever come? Yes, 
middle class Canadians are affluent by the standards of the whole world and yet 
we try the best we can to understand what it’s like to be poor. The closest I can 
come is remembering my mother’s old coat that she remade for me to wear to 
church.  I didn’t like it or the fact that my aunt would always buy my snowsuits. No, 
we were not poor by any stretch of the imagination, not poor like those who had 
their belongings put out on the street for nonpayment of rent! 
 

We will never consider ourselves poor. We know how to make connections; how to 
move in and out of systems; how to fill out forms and applications or whatever else 
is needed. So often, despite the fact that many people are literate, the system 
throws up barriers to the poor – forms that are complicated, offices to visit that are 
strange, distance barriers that can’t be reached by public transportation. It is so 
hard to realize these barriers and so hard to assist other people when we don’t see 
these barriers ourselves. North House is trying to assist people who have been 
passed by because they no longer fit in the system.  
 

As affluent Canadians we give generously at Christmas time – to the food banks, to 
charities, to Christmas hampers and that’s good and that’s okay but we are still 
looking at the world from a point of privilege. Somehow we must do more to 
understand the issue of poverty and often we can only do that by volunteering our 
time to serve in even the smallest way to help change the system or help someone 
else to beat the system. 
 

This Christmas your greatest gift to those in poverty, would be to volunteer some 
time to a local charity. All of us at North House thank you for your past generosity 
and extend our best wishes to you and yours and hope that St. Nicholas will be 
there for you.  
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How to contact us: 
By mail: 
P.O. Box 1097 
Uxbridge, ON 
L9P 1N4 
 

By phone: 
705-426-1150 
 

By email: 
northhouseoffice 
@bellnet.ca 
Or 
northhouseshelter 
@bellnet.ca 
 

Internet: 
www.northhouse.ca            
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Are you looking for a perfect gift for friends, fam ily or teachers?  
 

     
 

 

North House ornaments exemplify the true meaning of 
Christmas spirit. By buying our pewter houses, you can help 
others have a home. Our ornaments are ideal for the Holidays, 
as house warming ideas, for everyday decorations or even as 
key chains. They come with a lovely white gift box and the 
cost is $10 each. If you buy 9, the 10th one is free! Please call 
705-426-1150 to place your order and arrange for delivery.  
We truly appreciate your support of our fundraising efforts.  
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Thursday November 22nd was National Housing Day, commemorating the day in 1998 that the Big City 
Mayor’s Caucus of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities declared homelessness to be a national disaster.  
 

Nine years later the housing crisis in Canada and closer to home, in North Durham is worse than ever.   
 

Four thousand families are currently on the waiting list for affordable housing in Durham and the current wait 
time in north Durham for families is 3-5 years and for singles it is greater than 10 years. More than 1,700 
people (including children) used emergency hostels in 2006, and the number of children living in poverty in 
Durham Region is increasing.  The response to this growing crisis has been the development of 286 new rental 
units since 1995.   
 

Cuts in federal, provincial and territorial governments housing spending over the past two decades has led to a 
lack of affordable housing supply which has triggered increases in homelessness in most parts in Canada.  
The nation-wide affordable housing crisis and growing homelessness is not only hurting individuals and 
families, but it is also disrupting communities, putting a drag on the economy and driving up the cost of health 
care and social services.   
 

In May of 2006, a United Nation’s committee of experts meeting in Geneva to review Canada’s housing 
performance labeled the lack of affordable housing and homelessness a “national emergency” and called for 
new funding and concerted action.   
 

What does this crisis look like in North Durham?  We do not see people in sleeping bags sleeping on our main 
streets, but we do see families doubled up in over crowded apartments, adult children returning to live with 
parents, and the migration of community members to larger urban centres in search of higher paying 
employment. 
 

With average rental prices in North Durham exceeding provincial averages, and minimum wage levels at their 
present rate, families cannot afford to live in our beautiful communities.  The communities of North Durham are 
wonderful places to live and raise children, but only for those that can afford to do so.  People who make 
minimum wage or slightly higher can not afford to live in North Durham.  While affordable housing does exist 
there are not enough units to house the number of families unable to afford market rents.   
 

The solutions to this dilemma are not simple, but a first step would be to increase the number of affordable 
units in our communities.  Another opportunity is for landlords to consider the Housing Allowance Program, 
administered by Durham Region Housing, which offers a rental subsidy to landlords in order to make their 
rental units more affordable to people on the subsidized housing waiting list.   
 

National Housing Day is an opportunity for Canadians to stop for a minute and think about the housing 
situation in our country and to start thinking about where opportunities exist to start changing the situation.  
North House is well aware of the stress that the lack of affordable housing is causing families. 
 

North House brought the homelessness dilemma to light at Joseph Gould Public School by reading to Grades 
1-3 from the children’s book “The Cardboard Shack Beneath the Bridge” by Tim Huff.  The book was then 
donated to the school library for other children to enjoy and learn from.   
     

 Photo courtesy of Metroland Durham Region Media Group. 
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I recently had the opportunity to read at Joseph Gould Public School from the children’s book “The 
Cardboard Shack Beneath the Bridge” by Tim Huff.  In recognition of National Housing Day on November 
22nd, we welcomed the opportunity to discuss the importance of “Home” and all that it means with children in 
grades one, two and three.  Although it was a snow day and class sizes were smaller than usual, I was 
impressed with how intuitive children were about what is important in our lives. 
 

We must remember to listen to children.  Although things like TV’s and video games did enter into the 
discussion, what was most important was having your family (including pets of course) close to you.  It was a 
warm and loving home, where you are safe from the elements and all things dangerous. These children 
know what gives meaning to our lives.  It is not the things we surround ourselves with but it is caring for 
others having someone who cares for us.  I appreciated their openness and willingness to discuss what is 
must be like to be homeless and their candid accounts of what is important to them.  
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�Post Cards for Housing  - No stamp required!   Send a message to the Prime Minister. 
 

A new campaign was launched at the Alliance to End Homelessness Community Forum on Homelessness 
on November 22, 2007, National Housing Day – Post Cards for HOUSING.  
 

We invite you to join in. Let Mr. Harper know with each post card that people across your community – and 
the country – want action on housing and homelessness now!  
 

1.  Print the message 4 per page on any heavyweight paper, turn over the paper and print the address 4 per 
page, then cut out the cards. (The message and address file are laid out on Avery #3263 post cards if you 
want to use perforated cards.) No postage is required to mail to the House of Commons. 
2.  Get them into many hands –  

·  Give them to your clients  
·  Put them on reception counters  
·  Take them to any meeting  
·  Leave them in libraries, coffee shops, grocery stores, laundromats, community centres – get them 

out into your community!  
3. Reach out electronically – send the 3 files – the message, the address and the instructions to everyone 

you email.  Send to your work colleagues & networks, your hockey team, your book club, Facebook 
friends, Blogs, Chat rooms – use your imagination!  
 

Thank you for helping to end homelessness! Files you need for Post Cards for HOUSING: 
Download: Message to Prime Minister  His Address  Campaign Instructions  
Or Go To:  www.endhomelessnessottawa.ca/you/PostCardsforHousing.cfm 
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Every child and every family deserves a healthy 
loving atmosphere and home to grow in. 

http://www.endhomelessnessottawa.ca/you/documents/PostCardsforHOUSINGtoPrimeMinisterWinter2007-Message.pdf
http://www.endhomelessnessottawa.ca/you/documents/PostCardsforHOUSINGWinter2007-PrimeMinister-Address.pdf
http://www.endhomelessnessottawa.ca/you/documents/PostCardsforHOUSINGtoPrimeMinisterWinter2007-Message.pdf
http://www.endhomelessnessottawa.ca/you/documents/PostCardsforHOUSINGWinter2007-PrimeMinister-Address.pdf
http://www.endhomelessnessottawa.ca/you/documents/PostCardsforHOUSINGWinter2007-Instructions.pdf
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New Board Executive:  
Please note that our Executive has changed, as of our October AGM.  Our new Chair is Jane Chapman, Vice-
Chair is Rev. Ted McCollum, Mary Ellen Coxworth is Secretary and Heather Beveridge is Treasurer.  
 

Apartments Needed:   
If you, or someone you know, are aware of an apartment that is coming available for rent we would appreciate it 
if you could give us a call.  Anything you can do to get families off to a better start is a step in the right direction.  
 

North House Wish List:   
North House focuses on offering programs and services so our operational costs are kept to a minimum. As 
such, we have a wish list for some organizational needs.  If you can contribute and make a wish come true that 
would be wonderful.  Please call the office in advance.  Here are some items* from our list:   
 

Paper Cutter      Adding Machine      Display Booth Panels     Common Tools – e.g. hammer, screwdrivers 
* items should be in good working order please 
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Volunteers  
Welcome to Jeanne Preston , North House’s newest Board Member.  We look forward to your participation.  
Our long time volunteer, Mr. Kim Smith and his family have moved to a new location.  Kim always helped 
when North House was in need of building repair and maintenance. Thank you once again and best of luck.   
Peter Oldenziel  has stepped in and assisted by putting in light fixtures.  We truly appreciate your support.   
 

Donors  
In addition to our regular supporters (see last page) North House has received generous donations from: 

1. Cherished Scrapbooks, Uxbridge 
2. Uxbridge Trinity United Church Women 
3. Mrs. Dorothy Burcher, Beaverton 
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�I want to thank North House for everything they have done for my son and I.  I learned about North House 
after having an accident and breaking my back.  Someone from Operation Scugog told me about an 
organization that they thought could help me. 
 

When I broke my back I had recently moved to Uxbridge and did not know very many people.  Before my 
accident I was doing o-k, getting by, supporting my son and myself.  After breaking my back, my life changed 
dramatically.  I could no longer work and I was in constant pain.  Being connected to North House became a 
lifeline. 
 

Through North House I was able to start WrapAround and set some goals for myself and my son in order to 
get our lives back on track again.  My goals were to find affordable housing, to make sure my son had a good 
summer, to heal and begin thinking about new work opportunities and to resolve some long-standing legal 
issues.  WrapAround and my team members helped me see light at the end of a long tunnel. 
 

My year with North House is coming to an end and I feel some stress about what lies ahead, however I now 
feel more connected to the community and feel supported by many people.   
 

I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Teresa and Jonathan 
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North House Conference  
Mark your calendars!  North House is hosting a one day conference, April 24, 2008, on Homelessness and 
Housing in Small Towns and Rural Areas.  Housing providers, community leaders, workers and 
representatives from all government levels will be invited to participate in presentations and workshops on 
topics such as WrapAround, Funding, Poverty and Planning.  The event will be held at the Mississaugas of 
Scucog Island First Nation Health and Resource Centre, Port Perry.  
 

Annual General Meeting   
Rev. Maisie Watson, Housing Social Worker and Deacon with All Saint’s Anglican Church in Peterborough, 
gave an informative, stimulating presentation on her work with the Community Counselling and Resource 
Centre assigned to social housing needs and program development.  Her work starts with children and leads 
to adults.  
 

Speaker Series Fundraiser  
Best selling parenting book author, Ann Douglas, joined a group of mothers and provided an evening full of 
good advice and helpful information.  The session ended with many questions and group discussions.   
 

Door prizes were provided by Ann Douglas, North House and Pebbles & Posies Children’s Store.  Thanks to 
Blue Heron Books for their display and book sales opportunity as well as Photography by Randy Loewen for 
the photos below.  Our other sponsors were The Ontario Trillium Foundation, Len Graphics, P’Lovers 
Environmental Store and Wooden Sticks Golf Club.  
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Vision  
 

North House will facilitate responsive approaches and supports to housing that is safe and affordable, 
meeting the changing needs of the people in the Townships of Brock, Scugog and Uxbridge. 
 

Core Values  
 

We believe in: 
1. The rights of our participants to confidentiality and privacy; 
2. Safe, supportive, non-judgmental and healthy environments; 
3. Breaking the cycle of homelessness by providing a supportive, integrated continuum of housing 

services and supports;  
4. An innovative approach that uses a circle of supportive services and a focus on the strengths of the 

participants which enables them to find and enact their own solutions to positive change. 
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�North House acknowledges the support provided by FaithWorks, the Anglican Diocese of Toronto, the Bay of 
Quinte Conference of the United Church of Canada, the Catherine Donnelly Foundation, and The Ontario 
Trillium Foundation.  
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� North House thanks and appreciates the generosity o f our donors.  Your support helps ensure our 
long-term financial stability.   
 

 

I would be pleased to support North House in its wo rk with homeless families and children.  
 

�   Yes, I’ll support North House with a monthly donation of: �   $10       �   $15      �   $25      �   $50          
     on the 10th of each month.  I have included a void cheque for this purpose.   
�   I prefer to give a one-time donation of $ _______________ 
 

Name                    __________________________________________________ 
 

Address                 __________________________________________________ 
 

City, Province        __________________________________________________ 
 

Postal Code          __________________________________________________ 
 

   Telephone             __________________________________________________ 
 

Email                     __________________________________________________ 
 

Please mail your donation to:  North House, P.O. Box 1097, Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1N4 
 

Receipts will be issued for income tax purposes.  
 

North House is a registered charity.  Charitable # 85682 2077 RR0001 
 

  


