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Meeting with the local representatives of government to pass on the North 
House message that people in north Durham continue to need an affordable 
place to live is almost becoming a full time job. 
 

Over the past month, North House Board members and the program 
manager have been warmly received by each of the Councils in north 
Durham. They are all to a member interested in their communities and try to 
represent a cross-section of people of all income levels. 
 

North House Board members have also met with provincial and federal 
members of Parliament for this area and have pressed our case for housing 
costs that are based on income and not on the developer’s definition of 
‘affordable’. Sometimes, however, one gets the feeling that too often our 
politicians are listening far more intently to those who provide corporate 
money to the area than to those who pay their property and income tax and 
vote on a regular basis.  
 

As the amount of money flowing into the coffers of north Durham Region 
becomes overbalanced by developers, then the taxpayer will be heard less 
and less. It becomes even more important at this time of year with a 
provincial election coming that we take the opportunity at all candidates’ 
meetings to voice our opinions and urge everyone to vote for those people 
who understand poverty and social justice. 
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How to contact us: 
 

By mail: 
P.O. Box 1097 
Uxbridge, ON 
L9P 1N4 
 
By phone: 
705-426-1150 
 
By email: 
northhouseoffice 
@bellnet.ca 
Or 
northhouseshelter 
@bellnet.ca 
 
Internet: 
www.northhouse.ca            

September  2007 
3rd Quarter 
Newsletter 
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North House is pleased to present its professional speaker series featuring Ann 
Douglas – Award Winning Author  and (with personal experience x 4) 
Parenting Expert.    Don’t miss this opportunity to hear and learn from Ms. 
Douglas first hand.  A Mother-Daughter healthy image workshop is also 
scheduled.  Full details and how to register can be found on page 5. 
        

Are you looking for a perfect gift for friends, fam ily or teachers?  
North House ornaments exemplify the true meaning of “it is better to give than to 
receive”. By purchasing one of our pewter houses, you can help us help others 
have a home.  See a sample along with more details on page 4. 
 

VOTE OUT POVERTY, Toronto, Oct. 1  - Stephen Lewis, Mary Walsh, Susan 
Aglukark, The Hidden Cameras, senior provincial politicians…the lineup of 
speakers and musicians for a rousing event Monday, October 1 at Massey Hall, 
Toronto, to “Vote Out Poverty” is getting more impressive by the day. For details, 
visit www.VoteOutPoverty.ca. Tickets are available at www.roythomsonhall.com 
or by calling (416) 872-4255.  
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The upcoming provincial elections on October 10th, 2007 are an excellent opportunity for the people of Ontario to 
voice their opinion on poverty reduction in Ontario.  The Social Planning Network of Ontario (SPNO) is proposing a 
Poverty Reduction Strategy that they are sharing with communities and politicians across Ontario.  As more 
Ontarians become acquainted with the strategies that have been laid out, informed questioning can happen at all 
candidates meetings and voting decisions can be made. 
 
In 1989, the rate of child poverty in Ontario was 11.7%.  This rate was unchanged in 2005 despite an increase in 
real wealth per capita that rose 27% in Canada.  Increasingly, it is becoming understood that economic growth alone 
is not sufficient to reduce poverty.  While Newfoundland and Quebec have made poverty reduction explicit provincial 
priorities, Ontario, with 44% of all poor children in Canada, has yet to designate poverty reduction as a provincial 
priority. 
 
The Poverty Reduction Strategy’s goal is to promote public debate on how the governments of Ontario and Canada 
could jointly commit themselves to targets and timetables for the reduction of poverty within Ontario.  Specifically, 
the strategy aims to reduce child poverty by 25% by the year 2012; and by 50% by the year 2017.  The strategy has 
four cornerstone principles: 
 

1. Sustaining employment – an assurance that any parent or adult working full-time, full year for 30 hours or 
more a week (1500 hours a year) can have a living standard out of poverty.  Included in this principle are:  
increasing the minimum wage to $10 per hour and indexing it to reflect the cost of living; increasing the child 
benefit to $5100 a year per child under 18; and a work tax credit of $3,000 a year. 

2. A basic income system for persons with disabilities equivalent in benefits to the social security system for 
seniors.  Canadians with disabilities are often subjected to ineffective and stigmatizing systems of income 
support.  The poverty reduction strategy would assure persons with disabilities a guaranteed income system 
equivalent in adequacy and design to that given to seniors. 

3. Transitional support with decency and dignity for families with children whose parents are unavailable for 
employment due to temporary or extended difficulties.  The idea is to establish just differentials between 
those with employment incomes and those without.  It is accepted that people employed full time should 
have higher incomes than people who are unavailable for employment.  In current approaches to workfare, 
subsistence incomes from employment lead to the creation of destitution differentials for families on social 
assistance.  The suggestion is a just income differential of 20% between those employed full year, full time 
and those who are temporarily unavailable for employment.  With higher assured incomes for working 
people, families on social assistance would be assured a living standard out of poverty. 

4. Available and affordable essential resources to protect family budgets and promote pathways to equal 
opportunities for all children.  The following four areas of complementary support must accompany a poverty 
reduction strategy: 

·  Restore access to Employment Insurance (EI) eligibility and protection 
·  Access to prescription drug and dental benefits for all workers 
·  Contain housing costs and build more social housing in Ontario 
·  Universal access to high quality learning and care for all children during the early years  

 
Ontarians who believe that this strategy can reduce poverty in Ontario can inform all candidates standing for 
election that “poverty reduction” should be cited as one of the three or four major priorities in their campaign 
literature.  Communities can also develop local initiatives that support poverty reduction in areas such as affordable 
housing, good jobs, public transportation, extended health care, family nutrition, early development and youth 
mentoring.  In addition, conducting community education events with key sectors on why poverty reduction is 
important to the quality of life and economic well being of the whole community will ensure a broad base of support. 
 
With community involvement and financial resources from the provincial and federal governments, it will be possible 
to implement the poverty reduction strategy. Think about what you can do to advance this strategy. 
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Every child and every family deserves a healthy 
loving atmosphere and home to grow in. 

We at North House are always on the look-out for affordable housing that our clients can move into.  With 
housing stock and property taxes on the rise, landlords often find it difficult to charge rents that are 
affordable for low-income families or families on fixed incomes.  This presents a dilemma for the families we 
work with.  Without stable, decent housing it is extremely difficult to meet the goals that our families have set 
for themselves.   
 

Durham Region Housing has a Housing Allowance-Rent Supplement Program that aims to address the 
disparity between what landlords need to charge and what tenants can afford.  The program offers a subsidy 
to landlords who are willing to rent to individuals or families who are eligible for subsidized housing.  The 
tenant pays a portion of the rent and Durham Region Housing issues a cheque to the landlord for the 
remaining portion.  Units must be legal, in good repair, and have a rental amount that does not exceed 
current market rent amounts.  
 

If you are a landlord or know a landlord who would like to explore this program further you can speak to 
Durham Region Housing at 1-800-669-2956 or call us here at North House for more information at 705-426-
1150. 
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� Editorial Correction:   
In our June newsletter, the Message from the Board indicated “Approximately 2500 people last year in 
Durham Region were in need of housing and only 55 were placed.”  It should have read “Approximately 
2500 people, requiring 1 bedroom units, last year in Durham Region were in need of housing and only 55 
were placed. Please accept our apologies for this oversight.  
 

Apartments Needed:   
If you, or someone you know, are aware of an apartment that is coming available for rent we would 
appreciate it if you could give us a call.  Anything you can do to get families off to a better start is a step in 
the right direction.  
 

Volunteers Required:   
Do you have time to give – a few hours each month – to an important, worthy cause?  If so, North House is 
seeking new volunteers.  Please contact Heather Beveridge at 905-852-7003 for details.  
 

North House Wish List:   
North House focuses on offering programs and services so our operational costs are kept to a minimum. As 
such, we have a wish list for some organizational needs.  If you can contribute and make a wish come true 
that would be wonderful.  Please call the office in advance.  Here are some items* from our list:   
 

Metal Shelves for Storage  Paper Cutter  Adding Machine Display Booth Panels 
 

* items should be in good working order please 
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Volunteers  
 

With our AGM just around the corner, it is time to say good bye to some wonderful members of the Board.   
North House is most grateful for the commitment and contributions they have provided over the last few 
years. North House was established in 2005 and these directors have been part of the team since that time.   
We hope they enjoy their extra free time. Some will be part of our newly formed advisory committee.  They 
are: 
 
Bette Hodgins – Vice Chair   Jeffrey Hayes – Treasurer   Anne Wells – Secretary  
 

                               
 
 
As well, Mr. Kim Smith has provided many hours of volunteer service to North House by helping with our 
building repair and maintenance.  We truly appreciate his kindness and efforts.  Hats off to Kim!  
 
Donors  
 

In addition to our regular supporters (see last page) North House has received generous donations from: 
1. Pearson Canada Inc – Charity Committee 
2. Victoria-Haliburton Deanery of the Anglican Church Women (ACW) 
3. Joseph Stauffer Company 
4. St. Paul’s Anglican Church Women, Beaverton 

 
Fundraising  
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Are you looking for a perfect gift for friends, fam ily or teachers?  
 

North House ornaments exemplify the true meaning of “it is better to give than 
to receive”. By purchasing one of our pewter houses, you can help us help 
others have a home. 
 

Our ornaments are ideal for the Holidays, as house warming ideas, for everyday 
decorations or even as key chains. They come with a lovely white gift box and 
the cost is $10 each. If you buy 9, the 10th one is free! 
 
Please call North House (705-426-1150) to place your order and arrange for 
delivery.  We truly appreciate your support.  
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November 13, 2007 
 

“Parent Survival Guide” 
(Parents only) 

$25.00 
 

For Parent Workshop  plus Mother 
& Daughter 
Workshop , total cost is  
$40.00 

Both events will be at 
 

7:30 pm 
 

Wooden Sticks Golf Club 
40 Elgin Park Drive 

Uxbridge, ON  
 

905-852-4379 

November 20, 2007 
 

“What mothers and 
daughters need to know 

about self-image” 
(Mother - Daughter 

Workshop, Ages 10-16) 
 

Nov. 20th only  prices will be 
$25.00 (A) & $20.00 (Ch.)  

 

Tickets available at  
 

Pebbles & Posies, Uxbridge; P’Lovers, Port Perry; F armer’s Kitchen, Beaverton 
More information at  northhouseoffice@bellnet.ca  or call: 905 852-7003, 705 426-1150 

 

Sponsored by:  
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AGM  
 

October 24 th featuring guest speaker The Rev. Maisie A. Watson , a Housing Social Worker and Deacon 
with All Saint’s Anglican Church in Peterborough.  The meeting begins at 5:00 PM at Precious Minds 
Resource & Learning Centre – 21980 Hwy # 12, north of Greenbank. 
   
Speaker Series  
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Ann Douglas 
Parenting expert and author  

 

Join us for a talk & workshop with Ann Douglas, 
author of 28 books, including the bestselling serie s, The 

Mother of All Books series.  
 

Ann, an experienced parent has four children, ages 9, 16, 
18 and 19 who is recognized for her ability to enter tain 

and inspire audiences. 
 

Ann has made frequent appearances at parenting 
conferences, on radio and television, including the  CBC. 
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Vision  
 

North House will facilitate responsive approaches and supports to housing that is safe and affordable, 
meeting the changing needs of the people in the Townships of Brock, Scugog and Uxbridge. 
 

Core Values  
 

We believe in: 
1. The rights of our participants to confidentiality and privacy; 
2. Safe, supportive, non-judgmental and healthy environments; 
3. Breaking the cycle of homelessness by providing a supportive, integrated continuum of housing 

services and supports;  
4. An innovative approach that uses a circle of supportive services and a focus on the strengths of the 

participants which enables them to find and enact their own solutions to positive change. 


� �0�
� ��1�� 2	�
�North House acknowledges the support provided by FaithWorks, the Anglican Diocese of Toronto, the Bay of 
Quinte Conference of the United Church of Canada, the Catherine Donnelly Foundation, and The Ontario 
Trillium Foundation.  
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� North House thanks and appreciates the generosity o f our donors.  Your support helps ensure our 
long-term financial stability.   
 

 

I would be pleased to support North House in its wo rk with homeless families and children.  
 

�   Yes, I’ll support North House with a monthly donation of: �   $10       �   $15      �   $25      �   $50          
     on the 10th of each month.  I have included a void cheque for this purpose.   
�   I prefer to give a one-time donation of $ _______________ 
 

Name                    __________________________________________________ 
 

Address                 __________________________________________________ 
 

City, Province        __________________________________________________ 
 

Postal Code          __________________________________________________ 
 

   Telephone             __________________________________________________ 
 

Email                     __________________________________________________ 
 

Please mail your donation to:  North House, P.O. Box 1097, Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1N4 
 

Receipts will be issued for income tax purposes.  
 

North House is a registered charity.  Charitable # 85682 2077 RR0001 
 

  


